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Greetings from ‘hopeful’ Makang’wa. I say ‘hopeful’ as we are nearing the normal beginning of the
early rains. The large baobab tree near the well is flowering. The villagers point to it and say, “The
rain is coming! When the baobab trees flower the rain is coming.” May their hopes be fulfilled.

The food situation remains critical T fhet the need-has-inereased as the months unfolded: This-will
be the constant situation until there is a harvest. Now the few ‘professional’ people in the villages
are coming and begging for food relief and work opportunity. In this region Makang’wa is known
as the ‘blessed village” because of the steady assistance we have been able to provide. That
assistance has flowed on to surrounding village communities as we now divide the Relief Work
Group participants equally between Makang’wa and other villages. The Friday afternoon maize
distribution also includes elderly people who come with reference from their village Executive. We
provide without discrimination. Some regional churches and denominations provide only for their
own members or people willing to join that church. Happily the Anglican Church has never
practiced such discrimination.

I mentioned the ‘blessed village! However today a young ‘goatherd’ boy called out to me and asked
for a drink of water. I was working in an area of the land where we have installed the distribution
system. He came and drank from the tap and then pointed to some ‘fruit’ on a nearby native tree,
indicating that he wanted some. However this ‘fruit’ is inedible. It was then that I noticed, through
his ragged clothes, his distended stomach. He was severely malnourished. I suspect this is more
common than we realize. I see these goatherd boys passing every day. We shall try to make some
provision for a good ‘snack’. Yes, people do fall through the cracks, especially children from these
families. Orphans probably do better because they are more readily ‘noticed’.

___In contrast ta this lad a young family man. Kenneth Sausi. is now our Assistant Well Operator.___
Kenneth is a wonderful human being. When I first met Kenneth about nine months ago he was thin,
sickly and beaten down with worry over the care of his ‘extended family’. He is now a transformed
man, glowing with good health, cheerful, highly intelligent and able to learn new processes quickly.
Kenneth is just one example of the blessings which flow from the support provided from friends in
the USA and Australia. Recently someone said to me, “No one is crying in Makang’wa.” We praise
God for that assessment — but I now ‘see’ that young lad and understand that some ‘crying’ is quiet
and unnoticed.

] want to share in some detail about the Relief Work Program therefore this letter will be longer
than I might have wished but I do believe this is necessary. The Program operates on several levels.
Firstly. there are fifty to sixty people who work from 7.00am to 12.45pm Monday to Friday.
receiving 2 good meal at 1.15pm each day and a ‘tin” of maize milied, on Friday afternoon. The
second group consists of the two cooks anc ten other people who are ‘leaders’ or *foremen’. They






