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REPORT FROM MAKANG’WA: After months of planning, steady progress, frustrations, shortages of
cement and the brief ‘interruption’ caused by heavy rain we are almost living at the Amani Center at
Makang’wa. Presently we are in a compact three bedroom house at Mvumi Mission, about nine km from
Makang’wa. From the hospital hill we look across the valley to the Amani Center. This small house will
be our Office and ‘town house’. Here there is electricity, phone – and shortly Internet! The contrasts are
quite incredible in this traditional area.

We have now completed the second week of the Relief Work Program at Makang’wa. It has been an
incredible blessing and joy. There were thirty four households represented in the first week and forty two
in the second week. We shall settle to thirty six from now on. Hopefully, we can continue the program for
twelve weeks. All depends upon the flow of donations. Weaker villagers are given light tasks and with

some families the workers change during the week. Four
strong young men operate the concrete block making
machines, with other villagers carrying sand and water
from the adjacent river bed. The first production of
blocks will be used to construct a ‘maternity’ addition to
the Village Clinic. They have long dreamed of building
the addition but have lacked the resource. Now they
receive food assistance – and will see their ‘dream’
become a reality. Following that all blocks will be used
for development on our land – well keeper’s house, farm
supervisor’s house, Conference Center, etc.

Next week’s main task is the digging of the trench for the
water line from the well to the housing and another

trench from the well towards the village. All trees and thorn bush has been removed from the line. The
people have worked with great enthusiasm as we allow them to take all useable firewood.

It is a ‘gift’ to be present at the end of the week’s activity
when the maize is distributed. There is joy and happiness –
and embarrassing expressions of thankfulness. The village
people are delightful. None of this could have happened
without the involvement of two special people. The first is
our ‘secretary’ Ndilito, a teacher from the Makang’wa
Primary School. In the picture he is on the right. This was
taken two weeks ago when we presented ‘token’ Drip
Irrigation Kits to the Makang’wa Primary School. These
represent the promise of the School Nutrition Program which
will commence shortly. Also in the picture are Godson
Magawa, the young man who will facilitate the program, and
the Headmaster of the school.

The other person central to the Relief Program is ‘Mr. Chedego’, our Program Supervisor. ‘Mr. Chedego’
is quickly becoming a local personality. He has excellent organizational abilities and is most trustworthy.
I am thankful for his presence. He also speaks good English which is a great help to me. He is my
shadow, instructor in matters ‘local’, guide and defender. In the next picture he is watching over me as I
answer a call on my cell phone. Wonderfully, we do have ‘connection’ on our hill. It is currently one of
the few places in the region where connection can be made. However one of the networks will soon have



a tower in place at Mvumi Mission making the whole region
accessible. Cell phones are something of a nuisance here.
People seem to have them constantly in their hands. ‘Texting’
is the national pastime! However communication is essential if
there is to be reasonable progress in this nation. The problem is
that ‘money for food’ may be spent on entertaining
conversation.

Here is a happy young woman carrying away her sack of maize. We have
arranged with a local mill to pay for the milling of the maize into ‘ugali’
flour. Ugali is really ‘thick porridge’ and is eaten with a sauce or ‘soup’ as
the people term it. It is very nutritious and might be referred to as the
‘national food’. I have eaten the maize ugali. It has little flavor to my taste
but the local people say it has very good flavor. I have also tried the millet
ugali. It has the appearance of concrete, the texture of concrete and even the
slight taste of concrete. – to me. However I believe that if it was well
cooked, mixed with hot milk and sprinkled with sugar it would make an
acceptable breakfast cereal.

The young woman on
the left in this picture
is the leader of one of
the local Anglican
Church Choirs. She is
one of the most joyful
people I have met,
full of fun and a great
encourager of others.
I noticed that
wherever she was
present there was
laughter and happy conversation. People like that
cause us to reflect on our own attitudes and actions.

The Relief Work Program has another smaller program at Mwilimu Parish in Dodoma. Ten households
are represented each week. This program relates to the ministry of Compassion International and the care
of 270 orphans and children from very poor families cared for at this Parish. I believe that almost every
‘expatriate’ is presently involved in some expression of famine relief. Wonderful stories are shared day by
day. Next week we commence a program involving fifteen households a week at Mvumi Makulu Village.
Using wooden ‘boxes’ the people will make blocks for a planned new Secondary School.

Wonderful things are happening through the Relief Program. Apart from the food relief received we are
developing excellent relationships with the village communities, especially at Makang’wa. They now
regard us as being ‘their people’ and have committed themselves to our well being.


